Name: ______________________________

How to Write a Body Paragraph for an Expository Essay

STEP #1: Write the TOPIC SENTENCE—first sentence of the paragraph that states the subtopic listed in the thesis.
STEP #2: Explain the subtopic.
STEP #3: State EXAMPLE #1 (history, science, literature, current events, film, experience)
STEP #4: Explain how EXAMPLE #1 connects to the thesis. 

STEP #5: Use a TRANSITION word, phrase, or sentence to connect the two examples. 

STEP #6: State EXAMPLE #2 (history, science, literature, current events, film, experience)
STEP #7: Explain how EXAMPLE #2 connects to the thesis. 

STEP #8: Write a TRANSITION SENTENCE—The last sentence of the paragraph that explains how the subtopic relates to the thesis.

Sample Body Paragraph

(Thesis: An individual’s reputation is fragile and can easily be shattered because of the way he or she communicates with others, the people he or she associates with, and his or her negative actions.)
(1) An individual’s reputation is fragile and can easily be shattered because of the way he or she communicates with others.  (2) It is important that when speaking, a person uses caution in his or her word choice in order to avoid a confrontation; moreover, potentially damaging his or her reputation. Unfortunately, often times people do not think of the consequences before they speak and this eventually causes a rift in relationships, public humiliation and even a damaged reputation.  (3) This is evident in the movie Liar Liar.  (4) Jim Carrey’s role as Fletcher Reede exemplifies how his continual lying ultimately damages his paternal relationship.  His son no longer believes his father because of the numerous lies he tells him; he even lies to his son about the reason for missing his fifth birthday party. It takes a birthday wish and hard work on Fletcher’s part in order to salvage his relationship with his son.  (5) Similarly, (6) in recent news, General Stanley McChrystal’s disapproving comments to the media about President Obama’s administration has shattered his reputation as a military official.  (7) These unflattering remarks he made to Rolling Stone magazine about America’s involvement in Afghanistan, not only caused him to be removed from his position as a Commander, but also forced him into retirement.  Unlike, Fletcher Reede in Liar Liar, General Stanley McChrystal did not have the chance to repair his reputation as a military official.  (8) It is evident from these examples that the way in which people speak and communicates can either help or hinder their reputation.  

