Voices of the Black Progressives:  Early Civil rights
POEM WITH TWO VOICES

What is it?

A poem with two voices is written and performed by two people regarding two different perspectives on a common theme.  The poem usually has two columns –one for each person reading the poem.  More interesting poems have a refrain throughout the poem that both participants would say together.  If done correctly the poem sounds like a dialogue between two people.  

How do I write a poem for two voices?

Your topic is the early civil rights movement through the perspectives of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois.  Use your notes, brief biographies, primary source materials (quotes and Do Now’s) and the visual images of these two leaders to craft a “poem with two voices” with a classmate.  With a writing partner begin to generate words/phrases that come to mind when reading a document or analyzing an image of these two civil rights activists.  Then begin to craft your poem in two columns keeping in the back of your mind a possible refrain for your poem.

How is a poem with two voices performed?

Student teams of two will stand and recite their poem for the class.  The poem may be a rhyming verse but it does not have to. You will be evaluated on your creativity, use of content and speaking skills. Don’t be afraid to shine here and show some skills.
Example…

MONEY

A YOUNG BOY



AN OLD TOWN

ONE FROM THE NORTH


ONE FROM THE SOUTH

MONEY

TOOK A DARE FROM HIS FRIENDS

‘TOWNY’ FRIENDS MET THE DARE

JUST WANTED TO SAY HI                                           MADE SURE HE SAID GOOD BYE

MONEY

EMMITT TILL……..                                   CAROLYN BRYANT…….

LIVES LOST

MONEY, MISSISSIPPI

