TOP SECRET MEMORANDUM

TO:

ATOMIC WEAPONS ADVISORY BOARD

FROM: 
PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN

DATE:
AUGUST 4, 1945

RE:
REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION REGARDING USE OF ATOMIC BOMB(s)

Dear Distinguished Board Members:

As you know, I must soon make a decision concerning how to bring our war with the Japanese Empire to an end.  I request that you consider the following information immediately and return a typed recommendation to me no later than tomorrow, August 5, 1945.

INFORMATION:

· As of today the United States has completed the manufacture of only two working atomic bombs.

· If the United States does not use the atomic bomb(s), it may have to invade the Japanese mainland in order to bring the war to an end.  The Japanese government has made it very clear that the Japanese idea of honor will not allow their people to surrender alive – they are clearly ready to sacrifice the lives of many men, women, and children to defend their homeland.  If this is true, hundreds of thousands of American and Japanese would probably be lost in the process of an American invasion.

· The Japanese military and economy is very near complete collapse.  It is virtually certain that the United States will eventually win the war whether or not the atomic bombs are used.

· The United States has now been at war for over three and a half years: nearly 400,000 Americans have been killed and over 600,000 Americans have been wounded, since we entered World War II on December 7, 1941.

· If we drop an atomic bomb on Japan, we will be the first nation to use a nuclear weapon.

· If we drop an atomic bomb on Japan, we will almost certainly kill or injure many thousands of Japanese civilians (men, women, and children) and destroy and/or contaminate with radiation for years to come huge amounts of property and land.

· Using the atomic bomb instead of keeping it secret may lead to international nuclear arms race and the threat of nuclear war.

OPTIONS:

1. Tell the Japanese we have developed an atomic bomb and invite them to view a demonstration of the bomb’s destructive power in an uninhabited area (over the ocean?) near Japan.  Advantage(s): Japan may decide to surrender without the loss of American or Japanese lives.  Disadvantages(s) Risk(s): We have to use one of our two bombs.  The Japanese may not be convinced to surrender, forcing us to follow either options #2, #3, or #4.

2. Drop the bomb without warning ahead of time on a Japanese city.  Advantage(s): This sudden action and its devastating results should force Japan to surrender quickly, saving both the American and Japanese lives that would be lost in an invasion of the Japanese mainland.  Disadvantages(s) Risk(s): Hundreds of thousands of Japanese civilians will probably be killed or wounded.  The United States will become the first nation to use such a weapon of mass destruction.

3. Do not use the bomb, and carry out the planned invasion of the Japanese 
mainland.   Advantage(s): The United States will not be responsible for using a weapon of such mass destruction on a mostly civilian target (a city).  The bombs remain a secret.  They may be used later if absolute necessary.  Disadvantages(s) Risk(s): Hundreds of thousands of American and Japanese lives (including those of many civilians) may be lost.  If invasion fails, we may have to use the bomb anyway.

4. ?? You may choose another option as an alternative to the above four.  If you do so, please describe it in detail, including its advantages and disadvantages/risks, in your response memorandum.

I eagerly await your advise on this issue of utmost national security. 

