
“ A year from now you will wish you had started today.” 
~ Karen Lamb

Class of 2024
Post High School Planning:

What’s My Role?



Agenda for Today
● Understanding a Transcript
● Career Planning
● Beginning the College Application Process
● College Planning Checklist
● College Search Resources

○ SCOIR, CollegeBoard, Schoology
● Overview of College Applications
● Questions and Answers



On track to meet 
grad 
requirements?

Understand GPA

What “story” does 
your transcript 
tell?

Importance of 
Junior year

What story    
does this 
transcript tell?



Find colleges that are the right “FIT” for you!

Beginning the College Search Process



Types of Colleges
Specialized Institutions
● Conservatories
● Art Schools
● Culinary Schools
● Health and Science Schools

4-Year Colleges
● Liberal arts college
● Ivy League Schools
● Private Colleges
● Public Colleges
● Technical Institutes
● Military Colleges

2-Year Colleges
● Community Colleges 

w/Transfer Option
● Tech/Trade Schools



Career Planning: 
How do I choose a career?

● Complete “You Science” 
in Scoir.

● mynextmove.org
● explorethetrades.org
● What’s Next Event
● Guest Speakers
● Career Conversation 

Starters



Post High School Options

● Lincoln Tech
● Universal Technical 

Institute
● AIMS Education
● PC Age Career Institute
● Middlesex County 

Magnet Schools-Adult 
Education

● Robert Fiance Beauty 
Schools

● The Salon Professional 
Academy

● Apprenticeship 
Programs 

● RVCC Workforce Training
● Military 



College Decision Factors
● Size of School
● Location
● Type of Campus
● Campus personality
● Diversity
● Athletics and activities

● Entrance requirements
● Competitiveness
● Program or Department
● Majors available
● Internship opportunities
● Public vs Private
● Net Cost$$



College Cost
● Costs to consider: Tuition, housing, meal plans, living 

expenses, books, travel, etc.
● Public vs. Private Colleges

○ Lower tuition vs More financial resources & 
ability to offer more aid

● Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
opens Oct. 1, 2023

● HESAA for NJ State Aid
● How much can your family afford (EFC)?
● Apply for SCHOLARSHIPS!!!  



How much does college cost?
(Sticker Price)



Scarlet Guarantee
The Scarlet Guarantee program consists of three funding tiers based on your family’s 
adjusted gross income (AGI) as reported on the FAFSA or NJAFAA:

Tier 1 (AGI $0 - $65,000)

● Students who meet the eligibility requirements shall pay $0 for tuition and eligible fees, 
beginning with your first semester.

Tier 2 (AGI $65,001 - $80,000)

● Students who meet the eligibility requirements shall pay no more than $3,000 for 
tuition and eligible fees, beginning with your first semester.

Tier 3 (AGI $80,001 - $100,000)

● Students who meet the eligibility requirements shall pay no more than $5,000 for 
tuition and eligible fees, beginning with your first semester.



College Planning Checklist
● Begin conversations at HOME
● Research schools using SCOIR
● Create list by ‘following’ schools in SCOIR

○ Include Safety, Target & Reach Schools
● Visit Colleges: Campus Tours & Open Houses    

(in-person or virtually), PHS on-site visits
● Meet with your School Counselor and attend 

Student Groups



College Search Resources
● Individual College Websites

○ Online virtual tours
● College Visits at PHS (listed on SCOIR)
● College Fairs (NACAC)
● CollegeBoard.org: Big Future College Search

○ bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search



Features
● Take You Science career assessment
● Research & compare colleges 
● “Follow” schools
● Sign up for college visits 
● Request transcripts and recommendations 

from their school counselor & teachers



SCOIR Student Homepage



SCOIR Parent/guardian Dashboard
Parents/guardians can create accounts linked to 
student accounts. Ask your student to invite you!



Compare colleges for parents/guardians



Compare colleges



SAT/ACT  FAQs
● When do I take them and how many times?

○ Varies from student to student, but many Juniors take it first 
in Spring of Junior year. 2-3 times total is typical.

● How do I register?
○ www.collegeboard.org (should already have account)
○ www.actstudent.org 

● PHS is a testing site.
● How much does it cost to register?

○ SAT- $60
○ ACT- $63 ($88 with essay)
○ * Fee waivers available for eligible students- speak 

w/counselor
● Are colleges currently requiring the SAT/ACT?

○ Many colleges are test optional- visit Fairtest.org

●

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org
https://www.fairtest.org/


How to Prepare for the SAT/ACT



Preparing to Apply: What Do Colleges Look For?

● Transcript and GPA 
● SAT/ACT scores
● Teacher/Counselor recommendations
● Extracurricular activities/ work experience/ 

awards
● Interview and/or campus visits



“Data-Driven” Read
➢ Focus on Quantitative 

Pieces
● Caliber of Program
● Honors/AP Courses
● Weighted & Core GPA
● SAT/ACT Scores

“Holistic” Read
➢ Focus on Qualitative 

Pieces
● Recommendations
● Essays
● Activities/Awards
● As well as the GPA

How Colleges Read Files



QUESTIONS???
School Counselor Contact Information

Message us on Schoology OR...
Mark Kiang mkiang@pway.org
Nicole Martelli nmartelli@pway.org
Shar-Mekka Pernell spernell@pway.org
Rodney West rwest@pway.org
Brian Wischusen bwischusen@pway.org
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