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	Course Description:
	US I Survey/Law is a 5-credit, full-year course fulfilling the US I graduation requirement. The 3 marking periods of the year covers all the material covered within a full-year US I course, with the last marking period looking at the role of law, both criminal and civil, in American society. Students will participate in a number of activities to assess their understanding in the subject matter. These activities will include research projects, Document Based Question analysis, and mock trials.



	Textbooks:
	For US I Portion: Danzer, Klor de Alva, Krieger, Wilson, Woloch  The Americans(2007) McDougall Littell
For the Law Portion: Arbetman, McMahon, O’Brien  Street Law – A Guide to Practical Law. 5th Edition (1994) West Publishing Company
*THERE WILL also be an updated version of the Street Law book that we will be using in class.
 Textbooks must be safely kept at home AT ALL TIMES, unless they are requested for class.
DO NOT LEAVE IT IN YOUR LOCKER…it will do you NO GOOD THERE!!!

	Materials Needed:
	· 2" Three-ring binder OR a separate notebook for AP US History

· Notebook paper (3-hole punched) – if using a binder OR a separate folder for AP US History

· Two black pens (assignments completed in pencil are unacceptable) 

· Two hi-lighters (at ALL times)

· Access to an e-mail account (may be a parent/guardian’s)

· A 1GB Flash Drive. There are becoming an necessity for school. You may also want to consider a GOOGLE DRIVE if you don’t already have one.  It will be helpful when it comes to assignments required to be sent electronically for back-up. I WILL NOT print things in the classroom, but there are a number of computers and printers available for student use in the media center and computer labs throughout the building. The career counseling center should be up and running for before school printing shortly after school begins.

	Classroom Expectations:
	· BE ON TIME to class with all class materials

· Be respectful in class

· Complete all assigned work ON TIME.  No late work will be accepted.  Extenuating circumstances will be dealt with individually.  

A NOTE ON ABSENCES:

In the event of an absence (excused or unexcused), students are provided one day to make up work for each day that they are not in school. With the new 7D2 schedule, this sticks! You have a calendar. Even if I am not scheduled to see you the day you return, you need to see me and hand in any assignments you owe. If you miss an exam or a quiz, arrangements must be made the day you return to school. We may either choose to use before or after school or, when possible, the middle homeroom period.  If the necessary number of days passes with no effort by the student to make the assignment up then he/she will receive a “0”. Due to the intense nature of this course, it is recommended that students e-mail me the day they are absent so that they have time to work on the assignments that day rather than allow for themselves to become inundated with work on their return. It is quite easy in a class of this kind to fall behind. You need to keep on top of everything!
· When working with members of class on a group assignment, remember it is important to do your part. Don’t leave the team hanging.

· Please refer to the Piscataway High School Student Handbook for rules and regulations related to district attendance policy, policy on cuts and lateness to class, and cheating and plagiarism. 

· Learn something & have fun!

CELL PHONE POLICY:
· CELL PHONES NEED TO BE PUT AWAY DURING CLASS. I don’t keep mine out, neither should you. It will be taken away until the end of class if it is out.

· There will be times we may make use of them in class. During those times, they CAN be out. 

· We need to be respectful of our time together. We also need LESS distractions, not more. It’s time to train our brain to shut down from the technology and just openly think and learn about the world around us! HEADS UP! LOOK FORWARD! We will all be better for it (

	Grade Distribution:
	The following grading scheme will remain the same for each of the four marking periods:

10% -Class Participation and Preparedness, as well as homework assignments

20% - DBQ and writing assessments

35% - Projects

35% -Tests & Quizzes
*A note on Quizzes: Quizzes will be “open-notes” so it is your responsibility to be prepared and SHOULD always do well on them. This is a way for me to ensure you are doing your work. I will give you a calendar to follow, but it WILL NOT break units down to pages. That is your responsibility.

	Grading Policy:
	**NEW GRADING POLICY**In accordance with school policy, the following grade distribution will be used to calculate the final grade for this course:

22% - First Marking Period 

22% - Second Marking Period 

22% - Third Marking Period

22% - Fourth Marking Period

12% - Final Examination


Course Schedule: Scope and Sequence 

	Approximate Time Frame
	Topics/Skills/Areas of Study

	September/October/November – Marking Period 1

*This Unit will also go into Marking Period 2 
	Unit 1: Beginnings & Three World’s Meet(Ch. 1-3)

· Native Americans

· The Age of Exploration

· The Empires of the Americas

· The English Colonies

· The Current 50 States and Capitals

Skills include:

· Develop newscasts of the past

· Guided  Notes on Unit 1

· Projects on Colonial Development

· “Letters Home” primary source documents of indentured servants and the first European settlers in the Americas

· Content specific vocabulary

· Understanding and answering questions for content

· 50 States and capitals map skills

Unit 2: Independence & Shaping the New Nation (Ch. 4-7)

· British Acts and protest

· The American Revolution

· The Articles of Confederation

· The Constitution

· Birth of Political Parties

· War of 1812

Skills include:

· Document Based analysis

· The Constitution in action: skills builders on how to interpret the document

· Constitutional Songs

· Essay writing connected to the American Revolution- loyalist vs. patriot

· Content specific vocabulary

· Guided Notes

	January – 

Marking Period 2
	**Begin Unit 3: Chapters 7 & 8
Covering Jacksonian Democracy and the Reform movements

	February/March 

-Marking Period 2 

April/May/ June

End of 3rd  Marking period/4th Marking period
	Unit 3: Growth and Change (Ch. 7-10) *Continued from previous Marking period

· The rise of Nationalism

· Jacksonian Democracy

· The Slave System

· Social Reform movements

· The California Gold Rush 

· “Manifest Destiny”

· Seeds of Unrest – Antebellum America

Skills include:

· Document based analysis

· A look at the compromises that eventually lead to war

· Research project dealing with reformers and their movements

· Content specific vocabulary

· Guided Notes

· A look at the African-American experience through “Roots” and “Amistad”. Writing assignment in relation to these films to follow
Unit 4: War and Reunification (Ch. 11-13)

· Slavery’s expansion

· The Civil War

· Reconstruction and the New South

Skills include:

· Document based analysis

· Guided Notes

· Focus on the Civil Rights Amendments of Reconstruction

· Study of the film, “Glory”; writing task associated with the film

· Content specific vocabulary

Unit 5: The Nation Transformed (Ch. 13-14)

· Native American resistance

· Taming the West

Skills include:

· Document based analysis

· Guided Notes

· Content specific vocabulary

· Student created political cartoons related to immigration and American policy towards Native Americans

Introduction to Law & the Legal System (Ch. 1)
**Review from unit on Constitution approximately 2-3 days ONLY.

· Types of Law

· The Court System

· The Bill of Rights

· Lawyers and their roles

Skills include:

· Free response essay focusing on the importance of the Bill of Rights

· A look at the differences between Civil and Criminal law

· Content specific vocabulary

· Guided Notes

The Juvenile Justice System (Chapter 2 pages 169-184)
· What defines a juvenile?

· Delinquency

· The Re Gault case

· Types of hearings and custody

Skills include:

· The rights of the juvenile

· Definition differences between adult and juvenile courts

Torts (Chapter 3)

· Types of torts

· Organization of a Civil Case

· Intentional Torts

· Negligence

· Strict Liability

Skills include:

· Focus on the differences between types of torts: understanding which is intentional, negligence, or a situation of strict liability.

· Student participation in Civil trials in class. Students will learn proper procedure and play the different parts in the trial process: Witnesses, Lawyers, and juries.

· Case analysis regarding the above item

· Essay regarding the way strict liability works

· Content specific vocabulary

· Guided  Notes



	
	Consumer Law (Chapter 4)

· Influences on Consumers

· Laws to protect consumers

· Consumer protection agencies

· Consumer law on a state and federal level

Skills include:

· Analysis and presentation of an advertisement to explain product placement and the influence of media on our decision making

· Writing a letter of complaint

· Who to contact with complaints: activities looking at federal, state, and local organizations to aid the consumer

· Content specific vocabulary

· Guided Notes

Family Law (Chapter 5)

· The changing American Family

· Legal rights of marrieds, singles, and domestic partnerships

· Responsibilities of parents to their children

· Child custody 

· Divorce laws

· Government support for needy families

Skills include:

· Content specific vocabulary

· Guided  notes

· Evaluation of marriage and divorce laws

· Evaluation of government policy regarding support for needy families

· Evaluation of roles and responsibilities of both parents and children



	June – 

Marking Period 4
	Housing Law (Chapter 6)

· Renting versus owning

· Housing discrimination

· Duties of landlords and tenants to one another

· Zoning policies

· The issue of homelessness in America

Skills include:

· Content specific vocabulary

· Guided  Notes

· A look at general policy regarding landlord and tenant policy, followed by a specific look at these laws and policies in the state of New Jersey

· Developing a chart comparing the pros and cons of renting versus buying your own home

· Writing a letter in ones defense regarding wrongful eviction or other renter issue from a list given

· Dealing with local zoning laws and how to confront ones locally that may need to be questioned



	End of June – 

Final Examination 
	The Final exam will cover

· The entire year will be covered in some way on the exam.


Additional Info you need to know regarding US I Survey/Law:

Expectations of students include:

· Read 40-50 pages in your textbook per month
· Outline or take notes on each chapter, if you feel the need in addition to the Guided  Notes we will review together in class.

· Establish relationships among facts & be able to formulate concepts & generalizations about events, people, & ideas in American History.

· Understand & analyze primary sources including documents, cartoons, charts, & graphs.

· Think historically! That is determine validity, point of view, bias; weigh evidence, evaluate conflicting positions, & make inferences.

· Write coherent, persuasive, analytical essay answers about historical problems

· Utilize primary source materials along with relevant outside information & write analytical essays bout historical problems as this class will move you forward in the venue of DBQ writing.

**There are NO SHORT CUTS !! Your review of the information should be regular & consistent. Keep that in mind.

Please sign and return the below portion of letter to ensure that you have read and understand the given syllabus regarding the US I Survey/Law class.

________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________________

Yes, we have read and understand the information given on the US I Survey/Law Syllabus.

Student’s signature: ______________________________________

Parent’s Signature:_______________________________________

Parent’s E-mail: _________________________________________
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United States History I Survey/Law


Mrs. Sudfield – Room 103 (Patton Building)


Phone 732.981.0700 ext. 7154


 E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:lsudfield@pway.org" ��lsudfield@pway.org�


Extra Help: 6:45 – 7:25 am and after school by appointment
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